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B_y Epyuse FULLER
) }Viliiam ¥, Bucklay Jr. raakes his debut
a5 novelist with *Saving the Queen.” It i3
voth 2 romp and something more. If he
tad 25 much fun writing it—and it sounds
that way, from its ribald Latin dedication
‘onwards—as we had reading it he may find
that he has started something it will not e
easy to stop. Like butterfly emerging from
‘chrysalis he may be fiction writer emery-
fng-from polemicist, though it is true that

‘lhesB funcitions can coexist in novels. In.

*part they do here.
Mr. Buckley szems bhmfu'ly ‘at home
v:ith parrative. This Is a lively {ale that
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lovely, unconventional,
lively curfosity about everything, including

R The Bookshelf
- “Saving the Queen”” .
T By william F, Buckley. Doublsduy. 248'
pagss. $7.95.

selzes attention authontat.vely and holds it
firmly to the close. The at)le, as we would
; expect, 1s witty, erisp; and in this vein less
* como!uted lhan he is sometimes I\nown to
be.

Tne time 1s 1951 Blackford Oakes is'a

freshman at Yale, delayed in the course of
his collere career by short service as an
ace combat p'lot in the Furopean thealer
of World War II. Bis studies are again in-
tern\ptbd by a closely secret invitation to
Yconsider becoming an agent of the CIA, a
eapzacity in which his good Ir iend Anthony
Trust already serves. Blackford hecomes a
&eep cover agent—the most clandestine—
and s posted to London where, as a conve-
nient adjunct to his cover, his mother and
“stepfather, Sir Alec Sharkey, live. Black-
ford, . o .social charmer, maintains lavish
digs and cultivates a highly-placed set while
in working hours ostensibly pursuing engi-
neering research under 2 foundation grent.
- Ha soon learns the reason for assign-
‘raent to London. It is the focal point of Sta-
lins frantic determihation to acquire se-
crets of the American hydrogen homb, in
-the . making. The Anglo-amszrican agree-
.ment stipulates that the Pritish shall be
kept informed of the details of progress;
:information that is known to be leaking to
the Russians with dismaying rapidity and
completeness. Blackford must find and
stcp that leak. :

As the title foreshadows, the Queen s
fmperiled in a particular way, which ne-

! cessitates some explanation about the mon-
“arch. As-C. L. Sulzberger, another surpris-
‘Ing and even later first novelist, did some
‘two year? ago In -his amusing *“Dragon’s
STeeth,” MMr, Buckley uscs a ot of real peo-
ple peripheraliy: President Truman, Allen
Dulles, Gen, Elsenhewer, and -others, and

anything but peripheraliy,
ter n.el‘wr-vce operator ;
dinator cf top security, w ‘nm code r‘="'°
was “Rmus " And thenr the Queen of Hng-
land.

~ Mr. Buckley had rplans for her that
would not only have been unthitkable for
Elizabeth II, but go 5o far as to make it
less lese muajeste to kill off the good youny
Queen and her unhorn first child in 2 plare
crash pricr to the tale than to involve her
in this plot, Thus we mecet her cousin and
successor, Queen Caroline ¥, blonde.
inteliigent, with »a

ang

hydrogen bombs ‘and chm‘mino’ young

cAmericans,

Mr, - Buckley often spoofs the genrve.
Blackford Oakes has the boundless pan-
ache and resourceful derring-do of famed
erchetypes, especially in bed and in his
wild climaclic plloting of America’s then
new fighter plane, the ¥-86 Sabrejet, But
he has another side {o hlm, too, which is
more. significant than the broad strokes of’
.plot in showing the author’s real capacities
as a novelist rather than as adventure-yam
spinner., Mr, Buckley coolly breaks the or-
dinary rules of suspense-stery continud s
forward movement for a two-chapter, 38--
page flashbhack to Blackford's short tenure
as a student at Greyburn, the English pub-
lic school to which he was sent, just turn-
ing 16, after his mothcr matrriage to Sir
Mec o : e

Many other passages also transcend tha-
secret-agent  formulae. Underlying < all,
much-needed now, is a perception ol the
true nature and neccssity of our currm’}y
sore-besieged intelligence community. One
fs tempted to guess that he had his whole’
story framed, perhaps partly or wholly.
written, by the time the CIA came under ;
recent attack for improprieties. Whether |

that be so or not, he has boxed it between !

skillful brief Prolozue and Epilogue invclv -
ing hearings of the PRocksfeller Panel,
some of whose members {(but not ils chair-
man) would be pleased to report “that we
have been lying, stealing, killing, bribing
forging . . . fornicating . . . as a mnhcr oL
official forcign policy for 2.‘5 years. They're
not Interested 1a what takes up 9955 of our
time, which is studyinz the rainfall in the
Ukraine.” B
" Mr. Buckley affirmed in a Marels 1013..
column, included in last fall’s colleetion,
“Exccution Iive,” that he was himgself
briefly with the CIA in the peried. loosely
corresponding to the_ Internal time of this
novel, He is not Blackford Oakes (which is
regrettable) l:ut his background knowledge ;
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cf the erva ard tha innvtuuon are thc basis.
for zome of the suhctonce undexlying the

1ale, especially a3 pariaining to the gravily :
of leaks apout nucltear and therraonuclear 4

WEADPCDS,
His comic sense never fails him. Among
other pleazures it provides undoubtediy tie

only Paris-brothel scene in ail literature In i

which tha n,c.o‘ thiable Nladame Is looking
up “‘Symbioze™ in Laroussz and reading
aloud the definition while the girls have be- ;
gun business “.lh the chems m the same
room, : .

Nor is his p.ﬂ lical poniard sheallied. Ra
the Soviel grafn deals, someone reflects In
the Epilogue that *he could not cven ree
member . .. whether Earl Bulz . . . was
tha -American, or ihe Soviet, Agricultural
Minister, and he was not able to infer from
his actions . . . which of the two posis he
served.” One of the most tempting lines to
guote unhappily bears substantively on plot_
develcpments and must be forburne,

" You shouldn’t miss “Saving the
Queen,” clther for ity lively fun or for the
shrewd, Dalanced insights into the global.
power sirnggle circa 1930-52, and certaln
past and present realtities of what Allen
Dulles called “*tha craft of intelligence.” . .
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